
 

 
 

January 16, 2015 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20426 

Re: Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Docket No. ER15-_____-000 
Ministerial Filing to Update Bylaws and Membership Agreement 

Dear Secretary Bose: 

Pursuant to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. 824d (“FPA”), 
and Section 35.13 of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (“Commission”) 
Regulations, 18 C.F.R. § 35.13, Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) submits a 
ministerial filing to make corrections to Section 8.4 of the SPP Bylaws1 and Section 
1.0 of the SPP Membership Agreement.2 

SPP requests an effective date of March 17, 2015 for this ministerial filing. 

I. BACKGROUND 
 

A. SPP 

SPP is a Commission-approved Regional Transmission Organization 
(“RTO”).3  It is an Arkansas non-profit corporation with its principle place of 
business in Little Rock, Arkansas.  SPP has 80 Members, including 14 investor-
owned utilities, 11 municipal systems, 13 generation and transmission cooperatives, 7 
                                                 
1  Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Bylaws, First Revised Volume No. 4 (“Bylaws”). 
2  Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Membership Agreement, First Revised Volume No. 3 

(“Membership Agreement”). 
3  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 109 FERC ¶ 61,009 (2004), order on reh’g, 110 FERC ¶ 

61,137 (2005).  
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state agencies, 12 independent power producers, 12 power marketers and 11 
independent transmission companies. As an RTO, SPP is a transmission provider 
currently administering transmission service over portions of Arkansas, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas serving more than 
6 million households in a 370,000 square-mile area.  

B. Stakeholder Process 
 
On August 28, 2014, SPP’s Corporate Governance Committee approved 

changes to Bylaws Section 8.4 and Membership Agreement Section 1.0.4  On October 
28, 2014, the Members Committee and Board of Directors approved the changes,5 in 
accordance with the processes provided in Section 10 of the Bylaws6 and Section 8.12 
of the Membership Agreement.7 

 
C. North American Electric Reliability Corporation Approval 

In addition to being a Commission-approved RTO, SPP is a Regional Entity 
(“RE”) under the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”), the 
Commission-approved Electric Reliability Organization.8  Because SPP’s Bylaws are 
part of SPP’s “Delegation Agreement” with NERC, revisions to the Bylaws require 
NERC approval. Upon NERC approval, the revised Delegation Agreement will be 
filed by NERC with the Commission.  The proposed revisions do not affect SPP’s RE 
function.   

II. DESCRIPTION OF REVISIONS 

 With this filing, SPP proposes to modify Section 8.4 (Monthly Assessments) 
of the Bylaws to reflect that “each load-serving Member9 shall receive a credit 
against the monthly assessment for that month’s Schedule 1-A fees paid for Network 
Integration Transmission Service and for Point-to-Point Transmission Service that 
                                                 
4  Corporate Governance Committee Meeting Minutes No. 51 at Agenda Item 6 posted 

at:  http://www.spp.org/publications/CGC%20Minutes%20082814.pdf.  
5  Board of Directors/Members Committee Meeting Minutes No. 160 at Agenda Item 3 

posted at:  http://www.spp.org/publications/BOD_MC%20102814%20Minutes.pdf 
(approved as part of the Consent Agenda). 

6  See Bylaws at Section 10. 
7  See Membership Agreement at Section 8.12. 
8  N. Am. Elec. Reliability Corp., 119 FERC ¶ 61,060, order on reh’g, 120 FERC ¶ 

61,260 (2007). 
9  All capitalized terms not otherwise defined in this filing shall have the definitions 

assigned by the Bylaws and Membership Agreement, respectively. 
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had a delivery point within the SPP region, under the SPP OATT.”  Currently, 
Section 8.4 of the Bylaws mistakenly references Schedule 1 (Scheduling, System 
Control and Dispatch Service) instead of Schedule 1-A (Tariff Administration 
Service).  Therefore, SPP proposes to correct the reference to Schedule 1-A in this 
filing. 

 Also, SPP proposes to modify Section 1.0 (Definitions) of the Membership 
Agreement to correct the definition of “Transmission Owner”.  Specifically, SPP is 
deleting subsection “(c)” in the reference to Section 3.3 (Construction) of the 
Membership Agreement.  Subsection (c) was removed from Section 3.3 of the 
Membership Agreement in SPP’s filing submitted on November 13, 2012 in Docket 
No. ER13-367-000.10  Therefore, it is necessary to remove the now obsolete reference 
to Section 3.3(c) and replace it with Section 3.3. 

III. EFFECTIVE DATE 

SPP requests that the Commission accept the ministerial filing to become 
effective March 17, 2015, which is not less than 60 days, or more than 120 days, after 
the submission of this filing as required by the Commission.11 

IV. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

A. Documents Submitted with this Filing: 

In addition to this transmittal letter, the following documents are included 
with this filing:   

 Clean and Redline revisions under the Bylaws and Membership Agreement.  

B. Service: 

SPP has electronically served a copy of this filing on all its Members, 
Customers, and Market Participants.  A complete copy of this filing will be 
posted on the SPP web site, www.spp.org, and is also being served on all 
affected state commissions. 

  

                                                 
10  Order No. 1000 Compliance Filing of Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Docket No. 

ER13-367-000 (Nov. 13, 2012) (“November 13 Filing”).  The Commission accepted 
the November 13 Filing on July 18, 2013 (Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 144 FERC ¶ 61,059 
(2013)). 

11  18 C.F.R. § 35.3(a)(1). 
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C. Requisite Agreement: 

There are none.  As discussed above, the SPP Board of Directors approved the 
revisions submitted in this filing on October 28, 2014.  In accordance with 
Section 10.0 of the Bylaws and Section 8.12 of the Membership Agreement, 
SPP provided notice of the changes proposed in this filing to its Members on 
September 18, 2014. 

D. Communications 

Correspondence and communications with respect to this filing should be sent 
to, and SPP requests the Secretary to include on the official service list, the 
following: 

Nicole Wagner 
Manager–Regulatory Policy 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 688-1642 
Fax: (501) 482-2022 
jwagner@spp.org 
 

Susan E. Polk 
Attorney 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 614-3260 
Fax: (501) 482-2022 
spolk@spp.org 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 

For all of the foregoing reasons, SPP respectfully requests that the 
Commission accept this ministerial filing.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

      /s/ Susan E. Polk 
Susan E. Polk 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
201 Worthen Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72223 
Telephone: (501) 614-3260 
spolk@spp.org 

       
Attorney for 
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 



 

 

8.4 Monthly Assessments 

SPP will assess certain Members described herein on a monthly basis all costs not 

otherwise collected.  Costs recovered under the assessment will include but are not 

limited to all operating costs, financing costs, debt repayment, and capital expenditures 

associated with the performance of SPP’s functions as assigned by the Board of 

Directors.  Significant among these are costs associated with regional reliability 

coordination and the provision of transmission service.  SPP shall determine the 

assessment rate based on its annual budgeted net expenditures divided by estimated 

annual Schedule 1 billing units for service sold under SPP’s OATT and Member load 

eligible to take, but not taking, Network Integration Transmission Service under SPP’s 

OATT.  The Board of Directors may review the assumptions used in determining the 

assessment rate at any time and may adjust the assessment rate appropriately should 

conditions warrant.  Each load-serving Member shall then be assessed the monthly 

assessment rate applied to its load eligible to take Network Integration Transmission 

Service under the SPP OATT.  Further, each load-serving Member shall receive a credit 

against the monthly assessment for that month’s Schedule 1-A fees paid for Network 

Integration Transmission Service and for Point-to-Point Transmission Service that had a 

delivery point within the SPP region, under the SPP OATT. 

 



 

 

This Agreement is made between the Member and SPP, as defined herein. 

1.0  Definitions 

 

Agreement 

This Membership Agreement. 

Basin Electric Amendments 
The amendments and revisions to the SPP OATT, to Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s ("Basin 

Electric's") Network Integration Transmission Service Agreement, or to Basin Electric's Network 

Operating Agreement necessary for Basin Electric's initial SPP membership or as they may be 

revised in the future by agreement between Basin Electric and SPP. 

 

Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors elected pursuant to the Bylaws. 

 

Bylaws 

SPP’s Bylaws or any successor document. 

 

Distribution Facilities 

Facilities that are the subject of a separate distribution charge pursuant to the Open Access 

Transmission Tariff. 

 

Eastern Interconnection 

One of the three major alternating-current electrical grids in North America. The Eastern 

Interconnection reaches from Central Canada eastward to the Atlantic coast (excluding Quebec), 

south to Florida, and back west to the foot of the Rockies (excluding most of Texas). 

 

Effective Date 

This Agreement is effective on January 1, 2000 or upon the date of execution by Member if after 

January 1, 2000. 

 

Electric Transmission System 

The transmission facilities subject to SPP’s tariff administration, except for any Distribution 

Facilities. 

 

Existing Obligations 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.3.2(b). 

 

Federal Power Marketing Agency 

This term shall include the term “Federal Power Marketing Administration” and have the same 

definition that is set forth in the Federal Power Act at 16 U.S.C. § 796(19), which defines 

“Federal power marketing agency” as “any agency or instrumentality of the United States (other 

than the Tennessee Valley Authority) which sells electric energy[.]”  

 

Federal Power Marketing Agency Amendments 



 

 

The amendments and revisions to the SPP Bylaws, the SPP Membership Agreement, and Section 

39.3 of the OATT that are required by a Federal Power Marketing Agency for initial SPP 

membership or as they may be revised in the future by mutual agreement between a Federal 

Power Marketing Agency and SPP. 

 

Federal Power-Western-UGP 

All capacity and energy generated at reservoir projects under the control of the Department of 

the Army or the Bureau of Reclamation in the marketing area of the Western-UGP for the 

purpose of fulfilling Western-UGP’s Statutory Load Obligations for the sale of capacity and 

energy.  This shall also include any capacity and energy delivered to or from Western-UGP 

under the pre-OATT bi-directional agreement with Southwestern Power Administration through 

Associated Electric Cooperative, Inc. for delivery and receipt at the Maryville Substation.  

Western-UGP’s deliveries to Southwestern shall be considered part of Western’s Statutory Load 

Obligations, and receipts from Southwestern to Western-UGP will be considered as coming from 

Federal resources.  Federal Power-Western-UGP resources shall be eligible to be considered as 

Designated Resources. 

 

FERC 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission or successor organization. 

 

Financial Obligations 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.3.2(b). 

 

Future Interest 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.3.2(b).  

 

Good Utility Practice 

Any of the practices, methods, and acts engaged in or approved by a significant portion of the 

electric utility industry during the relevant time period, or any of the practices, methods, and acts 

which, in the exercise of reasonable judgment in light of the facts known at the time the decision 

was made, could have been expected to accomplish the desired result at a reasonable cost 

consistent with good business practices, reliability, safety, and expedition.  Good Utility Practice 

is not intended to be limited to the optimum practice, method, or act, to the exclusion of all 

others, but rather to be a range of acceptable practices, methods, or acts generally accepted in the 

region.  SPP Criteria and NERC Policies and Standards are considered Good Utility Practice. 

 

Heartland Amendments 

The amendments and revisions to the SPP OATT, to Heartland Consumers Power District's 

("Heartland’s") Network Integration Transmission Service Agreement, or to Heartland's Network 

Operating Agreement necessary for Heartland's initial SPP membership or as they may be 

revised in the future by agreement between Heartland and SPP. 

 

Member 

Signatory to this Agreement that has completed the application requirements pursuant to the 

Bylaws. 

 



 

 

NERC 

North American Electric Reliability Corporation or successor organizations. 

 

Non-Transmission Owner 

A Member that is not a Transmission Owner.  A Non-Transmission Owner that owns or controls 

Tariff Facilities may have its status changed to a Transmission Owner under this Agreement 

upon notice to SPP and execution of this Agreement as a Transmission Owner. 

 

Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) 

The SPP nondiscriminatory, Open-Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) on file with FERC 

pursuant to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act under which SPP will offer transmission 

service, or any such successor tariff. 

 

Partial Termination 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.1. 

 

Regional Entity 

An entity having enforcement authority delegated to it by NERC pursuant to a delegation 

agreement accepted by FERC. 

 

Reliability Coordinator 

SPP, in performing its reliability coordinator function as recognized by NERC pursuant to its 

policies, and pursuant to SPP Criteria and this Agreement. 

 

SPP 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc., or successor organization.  

 

SPP Criteria 

SPP’s approved operating and planning criteria. 

 

SPP Region 

The geographic area encompassing the transmission systems of Members that are Transmission 

Owners. 

 

Standards of Conduct 

SPP’s Standards of Conduct that apply to the conduct of its directors, officers, employees, 

Regional Entity trustees, contractors, and agents. 

 

Statutory Load Obligations 

Western-UGP’s power marketing function obligations under Federal law to deliver capacity and 

energy from the output of the Federal hydroelectric projects operated by the Department of the 

Army and the Bureau of Reclamation to loads which include project use loads, preference power 

customer loads defined pursuant to a power marketing plan, and other loads required to be served 

under Federal law. 

 

Tariff Facilities 



 

 

The Electric Transmission System and the Distribution Facilities subject to SPP’s tariff 

administration. 

 

Termination 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.1. 

 

Termination Date 

Shall mean the date of Termination is effective in accordance with Section 4.2.2(b). 

 

Transmission Customer 

A customer under the Open Access Transmission Tariff 

 

Terminated Member 

An entity that was a Signatory to this Agreement but whose membership in SPP has been 

terminated under Section 4 of this Agreement. 

 

Transmission Owner 

A signatory to this Agreement which: (1) transfers functional control of Tariff Facilities related 

to the rates, terms and conditions of the OATT to SPP by executing this Agreement; or (2) 

appoints SPP under another agreement to provide service under the Transmission Tariff over 

Tariff Facilities which it owns or controls; or (3) is assigned by SPP to construct and accepts the 

obligation to construct new Tariff Facilities; or (4) undertakes another Transmission Owner’s 

obligation to construct Tariff Facilities in accordance with Section 3.3 of this Agreement and 

Attachment O of the SPP OATT.   

 

Upper Missouri Zone ("UMZ") 

The Upper Missouri Zone (“UMZ” or “Zone 19”) is the rate pricing zone initially consisting of 

the following facilities that meet the requirements of Attachment AI, upon the transfer of those 

facilities to the functional control of the Transmission Provider: (i) the facilities of Western-UGP 

within the Eastern and Western Interconnections; (ii) the facilities owned or leased by Basin 

Electric Power Cooperative or Heartland Consumers Power District within the Eastern 

Interconnection; (iii) a portion of the facilities owned or leased by Basin Electric Power 

Cooperative within the Western Interconnection; and (iv) other facilities of  the Western Area 

Power Administration  transferred to the functional control of the Transmission Provider. 

 

Western Area Power Administration-Upper Great Plains Region ("Western-UGP") 

A  division of the Western Area Power Administration that markets and transmits Federal power 

from reservoir projects under the control of the Department of the Army or the U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation to Statutory Load Obligations, including preference power customers in Iowa, 

Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota located in a defined marketing 

area. Western-UGP operates the WAUW Balancing Authority Area in the Western 

Interconnection, where certain of its transmission facilities are located. 

 

Western Interconnection 



 

 

One of the three major alternating-current electrical grids in North America.  The Western 

Interconnection stretches from Western Canada South to Baja California in Mexico, reaching 

eastward over the Rockies to the Great Plains. 
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1.0  Definitions 

 

Agreement 

This Membership Agreement. 

Basin Electric Amendments 
The amendments and revisions to the SPP OATT, to Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s ("Basin 

Electric's") Network Integration Transmission Service Agreement, or to Basin Electric's Network 

Operating Agreement necessary for Basin Electric's initial SPP membership or as they may be 

revised in the future by agreement between Basin Electric and SPP. 

 

Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors elected pursuant to the Bylaws. 

 

Bylaws 

SPP’s Bylaws or any successor document. 

 

Distribution Facilities 

Facilities that are the subject of a separate distribution charge pursuant to the Open Access 

Transmission Tariff. 

 

Eastern Interconnection 

One of the three major alternating-current electrical grids in North America. The Eastern 

Interconnection reaches from Central Canada eastward to the Atlantic coast (excluding Quebec), 

south to Florida, and back west to the foot of the Rockies (excluding most of Texas). 

 

Effective Date 

This Agreement is effective on January 1, 2000 or upon the date of execution by Member if after 

January 1, 2000. 

 

Electric Transmission System 

The transmission facilities subject to SPP’s tariff administration, except for any Distribution 

Facilities. 

 

Existing Obligations 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.3.2(b). 

 

Federal Power Marketing Agency 

This term shall include the term “Federal Power Marketing Administration” and have the same 

definition that is set forth in the Federal Power Act at 16 U.S.C. § 796(19), which defines 

“Federal power marketing agency” as “any agency or instrumentality of the United States (other 

than the Tennessee Valley Authority) which sells electric energy[.]”  

 

Federal Power Marketing Agency Amendments 



 

 

The amendments and revisions to the SPP Bylaws, the SPP Membership Agreement, and Section 

39.3 of the OATT that are required by a Federal Power Marketing Agency for initial SPP 

membership or as they may be revised in the future by mutual agreement between a Federal 

Power Marketing Agency and SPP. 

 

Federal Power-Western-UGP 

All capacity and energy generated at reservoir projects under the control of the Department of 

the Army or the Bureau of Reclamation in the marketing area of the Western-UGP for the 

purpose of fulfilling Western-UGP’s Statutory Load Obligations for the sale of capacity and 

energy.  This shall also include any capacity and energy delivered to or from Western-UGP 

under the pre-OATT bi-directional agreement with Southwestern Power Administration through 

Associated Electric Cooperative, Inc. for delivery and receipt at the Maryville Substation.  

Western-UGP’s deliveries to Southwestern shall be considered part of Western’s Statutory Load 

Obligations, and receipts from Southwestern to Western-UGP will be considered as coming from 

Federal resources.  Federal Power-Western-UGP resources shall be eligible to be considered as 

Designated Resources. 

 

FERC 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission or successor organization. 

 

Financial Obligations 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.3.2(b). 

 

Future Interest 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.3.2(b).  

 

Good Utility Practice 

Any of the practices, methods, and acts engaged in or approved by a significant portion of the 

electric utility industry during the relevant time period, or any of the practices, methods, and acts 

which, in the exercise of reasonable judgment in light of the facts known at the time the decision 

was made, could have been expected to accomplish the desired result at a reasonable cost 

consistent with good business practices, reliability, safety, and expedition.  Good Utility Practice 

is not intended to be limited to the optimum practice, method, or act, to the exclusion of all 

others, but rather to be a range of acceptable practices, methods, or acts generally accepted in the 

region.  SPP Criteria and NERC Policies and Standards are considered Good Utility Practice. 

 

Heartland Amendments 

The amendments and revisions to the SPP OATT, to Heartland Consumers Power District's 

("Heartland’s") Network Integration Transmission Service Agreement, or to Heartland's Network 

Operating Agreement necessary for Heartland's initial SPP membership or as they may be 

revised in the future by agreement between Heartland and SPP. 

 

Member 

Signatory to this Agreement that has completed the application requirements pursuant to the 

Bylaws. 

 



 

 

NERC 

North American Electric Reliability Corporation or successor organizations. 

 

Non-Transmission Owner 

A Member that is not a Transmission Owner.  A Non-Transmission Owner that owns or controls 

Tariff Facilities may have its status changed to a Transmission Owner under this Agreement 

upon notice to SPP and execution of this Agreement as a Transmission Owner. 

 

Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) 

The SPP nondiscriminatory, Open-Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) on file with FERC 

pursuant to Section 205 of the Federal Power Act under which SPP will offer transmission 

service, or any such successor tariff. 

 

Partial Termination 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.1. 

 

Regional Entity 

An entity having enforcement authority delegated to it by NERC pursuant to a delegation 

agreement accepted by FERC. 

 

Reliability Coordinator 

SPP, in performing its reliability coordinator function as recognized by NERC pursuant to its 

policies, and pursuant to SPP Criteria and this Agreement. 

 

SPP 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc., or successor organization.  

 

SPP Criteria 

SPP’s approved operating and planning criteria. 

 

SPP Region 

The geographic area encompassing the transmission systems of Members that are Transmission 

Owners. 

 

Standards of Conduct 

SPP’s Standards of Conduct that apply to the conduct of its directors, officers, employees, 

Regional Entity trustees, contractors, and agents. 

 

Statutory Load Obligations 

Western-UGP’s power marketing function obligations under Federal law to deliver capacity and 

energy from the output of the Federal hydroelectric projects operated by the Department of the 

Army and the Bureau of Reclamation to loads which include project use loads, preference power 

customer loads defined pursuant to a power marketing plan, and other loads required to be served 

under Federal law. 

 

Tariff Facilities 



 

 

The Electric Transmission System and the Distribution Facilities subject to SPP’s tariff 

administration. 

 

Termination 

Shall have the meaning given in Section 4.1. 

 

Termination Date 

Shall mean the date of Termination is effective in accordance with Section 4.2.2(b). 

 

Transmission Customer 

A customer under the Open Access Transmission Tariff 

 

Terminated Member 

An entity that was a Signatory to this Agreement but whose membership in SPP has been 

terminated under Section 4 of this Agreement. 

 

Transmission Owner 

A signatory to this Agreement which: (1) transfers functional control of Tariff Facilities related 

to the rates, terms and conditions of the OATT to SPP by executing this Agreement; or (2) 

appoints SPP under another agreement to provide service under the Transmission Tariff over 

Tariff Facilities which it owns or controls; or (3) is assigned by SPP to construct and accepts the 

obligation to construct new Tariff Facilities; or (4) undertakes another Transmission Owner’s 

obligation to construct Tariff Facilities in accordance with Section 3.3(c) of this Agreement and 

Attachment O of the SPP OATT.   

 

Upper Missouri Zone ("UMZ") 

The Upper Missouri Zone (“UMZ” or “Zone 19”) is the rate pricing zone initially consisting of 

the following facilities that meet the requirements of Attachment AI, upon the transfer of those 

facilities to the functional control of the Transmission Provider: (i) the facilities of Western-UGP 

within the Eastern and Western Interconnections; (ii) the facilities owned or leased by Basin 

Electric Power Cooperative or Heartland Consumers Power District within the Eastern 

Interconnection; (iii) a portion of the facilities owned or leased by Basin Electric Power 

Cooperative within the Western Interconnection; and (iv) other facilities of  the Western Area 

Power Administration  transferred to the functional control of the Transmission Provider. 

 

Western Area Power Administration-Upper Great Plains Region ("Western-UGP") 

A  division of the Western Area Power Administration that markets and transmits Federal power 

from reservoir projects under the control of the Department of the Army or the U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation to Statutory Load Obligations, including preference power customers in Iowa, 

Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota located in a defined marketing 

area. Western-UGP operates the WAUW Balancing Authority Area in the Western 

Interconnection, where certain of its transmission facilities are located. 

 

Western Interconnection 



 

 

One of the three major alternating-current electrical grids in North America.  The Western 

Interconnection stretches from Western Canada South to Baja California in Mexico, reaching 

eastward over the Rockies to the Great Plains. 
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